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The slides that follow match the morning 
announcements for Black History Month 2022. 

Please display each dated slide during morning 
announcements. When morning announcements are 

over, please use the red “Click Here” button to 
access video resources that will support the 

building of background knowledge and further 
collaborative discussion.  
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Dr. Carter G. Woodson
On this same date, February 1st, in the year 1926, Black History Month began. Distinguished Black author, editor, publisher, and

historian Dr. Carter G. Woodson initiated the first celebration and called it Negro History Week, which eventually led to Black 

History Month. The legacy of Black History Month is now our opportunity to kick off, extend and deepen the study and 

scholarship on African American history all year long. We sincerely thank Dr. Woodson, who since his death in 1950 has been 

recognized as the “Father of Black History.” In fact, Dr. Woodson once wrote, “Those who have no knowledge of what their 

ancestors have accomplished lose the inspiration which comes from the teaching of biography and history.” He was right! We 

must keep Black History Month alive! So, to honor Mr. Woodson and many others in the hallowed halls of Black history, we 

proudly kick off Black History Month today and look forward to the coming days of morning announcements wherein we will be 

inspired by many other Black heroes, leaders, and movements. Families, teachers, and staff please tune in for the Office of 

CLRI’s Black History Month African American Read In of Born on the Water, read by BPS high school scholars. The event will be

live streamed on the BPS website February 4th, at 10am.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jkBEjJH1j5U


Dr. Earnest Just
On this same date, February 2nd, in the year 1915, pioneering African American biologist, academic and science writer Dr. Ernest Just became 

the first recipient of the NAACP’s Spingarn Medal. It was awarded to Dr. Just for his scientific achievements and his foremost service to his 

race. Dr. Just’s primary legacy was his recognition of the fundamental role of the cell surface in the development of organisms. In his work 

within marine biology, cytology, and parthenogenesis, he advocated the study of whole cells under normal conditions, rather than simply 

breaking them apart in a laboratory setting. This turned out to be one of the most important discoveries in science during his time. He truly was 

a pioneer. Dr. Just, if he were her today, would tell you that the main reason for his accomplishments was that he was not group minded. In 

fact, he once said, “A group is often slower to see the flame of truth than a single openminded individual. A group must be conservative and 

being so may run the danger of attempting to hold with both the old and the new—an impossibility when one is incompatible with the other.”  

Wow! Thank you, Dr. Just for you pioneering work in science and these very inspirational words. Let’s use these words to inspire us to also be 

pioneers, to think of new ideas when everyone else is working on the same old ideas and problems. If you do, you will become the next Dr. 

Ernest Just and you too will change the world! 

https://youtu.be/_gLHLcxLOnQ


Negro League 
Baseball

On this same date, February 3, in the year 1887, the first recognized "Negro league" was formed and called the National 

Colored Base Ball League. It was founded with six teams: the Baltimore Lord Baltimores, Boston Resolutes, Louisville Falls 

Citys, New York Gorhams, Philadelphia Pythians, and Pittsburgh Keystones. This and other Negro leagues were comprised of 

African Americans and Latin Americans. Because Black people were not being accepted into the major and minor baseball 

leagues due to racism in the United States, they formed their own teams and leagues. Immediately after the end of the 

American Civil War in 1865 and during the Reconstruction period that followed, the Black baseball scene blossomed quickly 

in the East and Mid-Atlantic states. Some of the most famous players in the Negro Leagues were Josh Gibson, Claude “Red” 

Grier, Minnie “the Cuban Comet” Minoso, and Roy “Campy” Campanella. All these players recently saw their stats added to 

the record books of Major League Baseball. In December 2020, Major League Baseball announced that it was classifying the 

seven "Negro Major Leagues" as major leagues, recognizing statistics and approximately 3,400 players who played from 

1920 to 1948. So, get ready! The career Major League Baseball leader boards in things like homeruns, strikeouts, and no 

hitters are about to change as the rightful leaders, like those mentioned above, take their long-deserved place at the top. 

https://www.mlb.com/news/negro-league-innovations-adopted-by-mlb


Rosa Parks

On this same date, February 4th, an American legend was born. She was a civil rights 

activist who refused to surrender her seat to a white passenger on a segregated bus in 

Montgomery, Alabama. Her defiance sparked the Montgomery Bus Boycott and its 

success launched nationwide efforts to end racial segregation of public facilities. She 

was awarded the Martin Luther King Jr. award by the National Association for the 

Advancement of Colored People, the Presidential Medal of Freedom and the 

Congressional Gold Medal. Who is this amazing Black American woman?  Rosa Parks. 

Born on February 4, 1913, in Tuskegee, Alabama. Ms. Parks once said, “To bring about 

change, you must not be afraid to take the first step. We will fail when we fail to try.” To 

honor Rosa Parks, please be inspired by her words and plan out, initiate, or take the first 

step to change our world. Thank you, Ms. Rosa Parks, your legacy is alive and well in 

each of one our lives. 

https://www.nbcnews.com/nightly-news/video/rosa-parks-reflects-on-sparking-a-movement-part-1-79623749640


Hank Aaron
On February 5th, in the year 1934, a star was born. Today, we celebrate the birthday, life and legacy of “Hammerin” Hank Aaron.  

Hammerin Hank was a Black American professional baseball star who played 23 seasons in Major League Baseball for the Atlanta 

Braves and Milwaukee Brewers. He is regarded as one of the greatest baseball players of all time! In fact, his 755 home runs broke 

Babe Ruth’s record and stood as the most for 33 years! In 1982, Hammerin Hank was inducted into the National Baseball Hall of 

Fame. And, in 1999, The Sporting News ranked Aaron fifth on their list of 100 Greatest Baseball Players. About hitting all his 

homeruns, Hammerin Hank once said, “My motto was always to keep swinging. Whether I was in a slump or feeling badly or having 

trouble off the field, the only thing to do was keep swinging.” That is great advice for baseball, but also as a metaphor for life. When 

you think you are down, or when you are having trouble in school, or have a big challenge to overcome, keep swinging like Hank 

Aaron, keep trying and you will hit home runs in life! Mr. Aaron passed away very recently on 22 January 2021. Rest in peace 

Hammerin Hank. We promise to keep your legacy and memory alive. 

https://youtu.be/QjqYThEVoSQ


Oprah Winfrey
On this same date February 8, in the year 1986, amazingly talented and successful, Oprah Winfrey became the first 

African American to host a nationally syndicated talk show. Born as Oprah Gail Winfrey, she is not only a talk show 

host, but also a television producer, bestselling author, award winning actress, and philanthropist. She is best known 

for The Oprah Winfrey Show which was the highest-rated television show of its kind in history for 25 years from 1986 

to 2011. The richest African American of the 20th century, "Queen of All Media" is one of the most influential women 

in the world. She was North America's first Black multi-billionaire and is recognized as the greatest single Black 

philanthropist in history. The list goes on and on. Oprah Winfrey is a powerhouse of success. So how did she do it all? 

She followed her passion and dreams. As she says, “Know what sparks the light in you. Then use that light to 

illuminate the world.” What a great quote to start the day! Think about what makes the light spark in you, what you 

love to do best, then plan to bring your spark to the world and illuminate something great! Who knows, you may just 

become the next Oprah Winfrey!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q_ZXun6NetI


Bernard Harris
On this same date, February 9th, in the year 1995, Bernard Anthony Harris Jr.  became the first African American to 

perform a spacewalk!  A career astronaut at NASA, Mr. Harris first became interested in becoming an astronaut in 1969 

when he was 13 years old and watching the Apollo 11 mission on TV. After dedicating himself to the goal of one day 

launching on his own space mission, Harris was certified by NASA in 1990 and officially became an astronaut in July 

1991. Among other missions, he flew on board Space Shuttle Columbia, was part of the payload crew of Spacelab D-2 

and conducted a variety of research in physical and life sciences while in space. During one of his flights, Harris logged 

over 239 hours and 4,164,183 miles in space! No longer an active astronaut for NASA, Mr. Harris continues his research 

as Vice President of SPACEHAB, an innovative space commercialization company. What inspired Harris to excellence? 

When asked about this he very simply stated, “It’s not competitiveness. I’m not out to beat anybody. I just do my best.” 

Great advice from a great astronaut! Go out there today and do your best in all your classes, at home, and in life in 

general. Don’t worry about competing with others, worry about doing your absolute personal best and everything else 

will work itself out around you. If you do this, like Mr. Bernard Anthony Harris Jr. you too will soar to new heights! 

Maybe even outer space! 

https://youtu.be/8D2VLSBPkqM


Roberta Flack
On this same date, February 10th, but in the year 1937, Black American singer Roberta 

Cleopatra Flack was born. Still living and creating today, we would like to say Happy 

Birthday to this musical pioneer. Ms. Flack is best known for her No. 1 singles such as 

"The First Time Ever I Saw Your Face" and "Killing Me Softly with His Song" which was 

famously covered by Lauryn Hill and the Fugees on their 1996 album. Growing up, Ms. 

Flack learned to sing by accompanying the choir at her church. She also taught music in 

Washington, D.C. at several high schools.  Today, Flack is still working as a member of the 

Artist Empowerment Coalition, a spokeswoman for the American Society for the 

Prevention of Cruelty to Animals as well as guest teacher at an afterschool program in 

NYC known as The Roberta Flack School of Music which provides free music education to 

underprivileged students. A huge happy 84th birthday shout out goes to Roberta 

Cleopatra Flack! Thank you for your life’s work and inspiration. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yd__DR377Ks


Nelson Mandela
On this same date, February 11th, in the year 1990, South African anti-apartheid revolutionary, political leader, 

philanthropist, and former President of South Africa, Nelson Mandela was released from a South African Prison 

after being detained for 27 years as a political prisoner. Four years later, in 1994, he was elected President of 

South Africa. To the South African people, President Mandela was widely considered both "the father of the 

nation" and "the founding father of democracy."  He was a global icon, one of the most loved, respected, and 

honored figures of our time who is often grouped alongside Mahatma Gandhi and Martin Luther King, Jr. as one 

of the 20th century's most prolific leaders of anti-racist and anti-colonial ideas. A universal symbol of social 

justice, Mandela believed that “Everyone can rise above their circumstances and achieve success if they are 

dedicated to and passionate about what they do.” His words and quotes like these have inspired millions of 

people throughout the world and still do today. His life and teachings allow us to envision a world in which 

everyone has a fair shot at success, regardless of where they live, what they believe, or what they look like, if 

they are dedicated and passionate about achieving their goals. President Mandela passed away in 2013, but his 

memory and legacy will last forever. Thank you for everything you have done, sir, to bring social justice to a 

world that desperately needs social justice. We salute you today and promise to carry the torch of your work 

and legacy. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LnGeMBNS9ZA


Ida B. Wells and the 
NAACP
On February 12, in the year 1909, a group of Black and White citizens, led by courageous 
heroes like Dr. W.E.B DuBois and Ida B. Wells, founded the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People, or the NAACP, in response to the ongoing violence 
against Black people. Today they help to ensure the political, educational, social, and 
economic equality of all citizens and work each day to eliminate race prejudice in the 
United States. Recently, the NAACP stated, “For many, the fight has never ended.” This is 
indeed true. So today, on its 112 birthday, we solute the founders, current leaders, and 
specifically recognize Ida Bell Wells-Barnett. Not only was she a fine American 
investigative journalist, educator, and early leader in the civil rights movement, she 
was one of the lead founders of the NAACP.  We honor you today Ms. Ida Bell Wells-
Barnet for your lifetime dedicated to combating prejudice and violence, and the fight for 
African American equality, especially that of women. It is indeed true that the fight is 
not over for many people of color in our world, so we promise today to keep your work 
alive and lead with your legacy at our backs as we change the world and end the fight, 
once and for all. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=51z9Nc0SSGI


Frederick Douglass

In February of the year 1818, African American social reformer, abolitionist, writer, orator, and 
statesman Frederick Douglass was born. After he escaped from slavery in Maryland, he became a 
national leader of the abolitionist movement who was famous for his great speeches and 
antislavery writings, many of which he shared right here in Buffalo, NY. As a prolific writer 
Douglass wrote several autobiographies, including one that all BPS students read titled Narrative 
of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave, which became a bestseller. An active leader 
in many areas, Douglass supported women's suffrage, held several public offices, and became the 
first African American nominated for Vice President of the United States, paving the way for 
generational leaders of color in the White House such as President Obama and Vice President 
Kamala Harris! Douglass believed in the equality for all people and would work with anyone to 
ensure that our nation grew into a democracy that adhered to the words “all men are equal” as 
found in the Declaration of Independence. In fact, he said, "I would unite with anybody to do right 
and with nobody to do wrong.” That is an amazing piece of advice from this great American hero. 
Surround yourself with friends and co-workers who are doing the right thing and leave those 
doing “wrong” things to their own devices. Team up with likeminded, positive, successful people. 
Use your intelligence to write, speak, collaborate, and advocate. Work together to overcome 
challenges like Frederick Douglass and together we will change the world! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dsFNYW6EJi4


Dr. W.E.B. DuBois
On February 23rd, in the year 1868, critic, editor, scholar, author, civil rights leader, and one 

of the most influential African Americans of both the 19th and 20th centuries, Dr. William 

Edward Burghardt DuBois was born. Dr. DuBois was an activist who wanted equal rights for 

Blacks. He became one of the founders of the National Association for the Advancement of 

Colored People or NAACP in 1909. Many people don’t know this, but he helped start the NAACP 

right here in Niagara Falls and Buffalo with a group of brave and intelligent people who also 

wanted equal rights for Blacks in America. It was called the Niagara Movement. One of the 

main things the Niagara Movement and the NAACP fought for was a fair and equitable 

education for people of color. In fact, about school DuBois once said, “Education must not 

simply teach work, it must teach life.” That is EXACTLY what Black History Month is all about! 

We promise not to just give you work. Rather, we promise to teach you more about your life, 

your family, who you are, and where you came from during this amazing month of Black 

History.  Thank you, Dr. DuBois for your inspiration. We will continue to carry your legacy into 

the future! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wemGETdjx0w


Dr. Rebecca Lee 
Crumpler
On February 24th, in the year 1864, American physician and author Rebecca Lee Crumpler became the 

first African American woman to earn a Doctorate of Medicine in the United States. Her accomplishment 

challenged the prejudice that held African Americans back from pursuing careers in medicine. Moreover, 

during the days of Reconstruction, Dr. Crumpler courageously joined other Black physicians in caring for 

freed enslaved Africans who had no access to medical care. She worked hand in hand with several 

missionary, church, and community groups, even though Black physicians experienced intense racism 

and death threats in postwar Southern states. Today her work and legacy continue at The Rebecca Lee 

Society, one of the first medical societies for African American women in America, which was named in 

her honor.  And, if you are ever in Boston, MA you can check out her home which is a stop on the Boston 

Women's Heritage Trail. Growing up, her aunt who raised her spent much of her time caring for sick 

neighbors and this may have influenced Dr. Crumpler’s career choice. In fact, she once said, “I early 

conceived a liking for, and sought every opportunity to relieve the sufferings of others.” So, with Dr. 

Crumpler’s words as our inspiration, I ask you to think about these questions today: Who in your family 

inspires you? What do you like to do best? What career in the future will allow you do what you like best 

every day? Take time today to remember the words of Dr. Crumpler and to think about these amazing 

introspective questions. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hBl5OKfpWl8


Muhammad Ali
On February 25, in the year 1964, American professional boxer Muhammad Ali defeated Sonny Liston to 

win the Heavyweight Boxing Championship. Born Cassius Marcellus Clay Jr. but later changing his name 

when he converted to Islam, Muhammad Ali was also a social activist, entertainer, philanthropist and 

one of the most significant and celebrated figures of the 20th century. Ali was the subject of many 

creative works including books, films, video games, television shows, and songs. He was frequently 

known as the "most famous" person in the world as his boxing matches were watched by an estimated 

1–2 billion viewers. In fact, when he lit of the torch at the 1996 Atlanta Olympics, 3.5 billion viewers 

tuned in!  A catalyst of racial pride for African Americans during the Civil Rights Movement and 

throughout his career, Ali once said, “If my mind can conceive it, and my heart can believe it—then I can 

achieve it." He also said, “Don’t count the days, make the days count." These words, and many others 

from Muhammad Ali inspire us to think of great ideas or challenges, believe in ourselves deep within 

our hearts, and achieve what we set out to achieve by making each day count. If we do this, then we too 

will be able to ““Float like a butterfly, sting like a bee” just like The Greatest, a.k.a. Muhammad Ali. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QEhNDUwksvU


Vice President Kamala Harris

On the last school day of Black History Month, we pay tribute to a first in Black History. That’s right! Today we honor Vice President 

Kamala Devi Harris, American politician and attorney, who recently became the first female vice president, the highest-ranking 

female official in U.S. history, and the first African American and first Asian American vice president. WOW! Those are 

revolutionary “firsts” that exemplify Vice President Harris’ great deal of intelligence, strength and passion to bring social justice to 

the world. Before being voted into the White House with President Biden, VP Harris served as a United States senator representing 

California from 2017 to 2021, and as the attorney general of California from 2011 to 2017. She graduated from Howard University 

and the University of California Hastings College of the Law and began her career as a lawyer which led to her eventual election

as Attorney General. As a senator, she advocated for social justice by supporting healthcare reform, a path to citizenship for 

undocumented immigrants, the DREAM Act, a ban on assault weapons, and progressive tax reform. In her vice-presidential 

inauguration speech, and in a metaphoric spirit reminiscent of the great Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., she reminded all Americans,

“Even in dark times, we not only dream, we do. We not only see what has been, we see what can be. We shoot for the moon, and 

then we plant our flag on it. We are bold, fearless, and ambitious. We are undaunted in our belief that we shall overcome; that we 

will rise up. This is American aspiration.” During these challenging times in America, many would agree that these were the words 

that we all needed to hear. We thank you for your leadership Vice President Harris and are honored to pay tribute to you on this 

final school day of what has so far been a remarkable Black History Month 2021. 

https://youtu.be/VvNjHVji3do

